
 

Part 13 “The Glory” 

Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” 

 

The Religious Wall the institutionalized church creates in people 

Four applications of the church letters connected with Hebrew Hermeneutics  

 Peshat and with letters there is a local church application 



 Remez and with all letters there is admonition for all churches 

 Drosh is like a sermon and personal applications 

 Sod and with all letters it shows a prophetic timeline of the church age 

Prophetic timeline:  Sod level-revelation 

Ephesus AD33-100 Apostolic/Revival, Smyrna AD100-300 persecution, Pergamus AD 
300-590, Thyatira AD 590-1517, Sardis AD1517-1750, Philadelphia AD1750-1905, 
Laodicea last day church. 

Warning of Thyatira 

Revelation 2:18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 

The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished 
bronze, says this: 19 ‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and 
perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first. 20 But I have this 
against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, 
and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of 
immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, and she 
does not want to repent of her immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw her on a bed of 
sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they 
repent of her deeds. 23 And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches 
will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of 
you according to your deeds. 24 But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do 
not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call 
them—I place no other burden on you. 25 Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I 
come. 26 He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL 

GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 27 
AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE 

VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My 
Father; 28 and I will give him the morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.’” 

 Illegitimate authority and not fivefold ministry 

 Divisions and rebellions 

 Homes out of order 

 Ungodly control in the church 

Warning to Sardis 

Seven hundred years before this letter was written, Sardis was one of the greatest 
cities in the world, and it was reputed to one of the oldest.  A strategic travel location 
between Pergamos, Smyrna, Ephesus, Philadelphia, and Phrygia, Sardis favored 
commerce and trade and became an extremely wealthy city. 



Mythology of this region, king Midas of Phrygia in Asia Minor, for his hospitality of the 
Satyr.  Silenus, Dionysus (god of wine and debauchery), offered to grant Midas anything 
he wished.  He wished all he touched became gold which he soon regretted.  To free 
himself from this enchantment, Midas was instructed by Dionysus to bathe in the 
Pactolus River.  It was said that afterward the sands of the river contained gold. 

Sardis was situated on a hill 1000 feet above a broad valley.  It appeared to be 
impregnable.  The cliff of clay would erode at times and give a crack to the city to be 
besieged.  The people had a false confidence in this city.  When besieged by the 
Persians in 549BC Croesus, king of Lydia, left unguarded the precipitous cliffs on three 
sides of the city.  After a 14-day siege, Cyrus offered a reward to any man who could 
find a way of scaling the apparently unscalable cliffs.  One of the Persian soldiers 
noticed a Lydian soldier accidentally drop his helmet over the battlements and noted his 
path to retrieve it, thus revealing an unguarded oversight.  In the darkness that night the 
Persians conquered the city like a thief in the night.   

 549BC fell to the Persians 

 501BC burned by the Ionians 

 334 BC Surrendered to Alexander the Great 

 322 BC Taken by Antigonus 

 214 BC Fell to the Seleucids 

 Later sided with Rome 

The name Sardis became synonymous with:  pretensions unjustified, promise without 
performance, appearance without reality, and false confidence that heralded coming 
ruin.  Scholar Ramsay pointed out much of this in his studies on Sardis. 

Revelation 3:1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 

He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, 
that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and 
strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your 
deeds completed in the sight of My God. 3 So remember what you have received and 
heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, 
and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. 4 But you have a few people in 
Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they 
are worthy. 5 He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not 
erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and 
before His angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’” 

Mark 16:15 “And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation. 16 He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has 
disbelieved shall be condemned. 17 These signs will accompany those who have 
believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; 



18 they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; 
they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

 Like Sardis much of the Protestant church world is just a referral agency 

 The lost are not really getting saved 

 People are not really repenting of sin 

 Are people getting close to Jesus, on fire for God, and growing in the prayer lives 

 The sick are staying sick 

 The demonized are not delivered 

 The gifts of the Spirit are not at work 

 There are no demonstrations of the Spirit’s power 

Laodicean Warnings 

Revelation 3:16 “So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you 
out of My mouth.” 

Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.” 

The Spirit of Elijah: sevenfold manifestation of the Holy Spirit Isaiah 11:2 

Malachi 4:5 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and terrible day of the LORD. 6 He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their 
children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite 
the land with a curse.” 

The glory in the church 

Isaiah 60:1 “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen 
upon you. 2 “For behold, darkness will cover the earth and deep darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will rise upon you and His glory will appear upon you. 3 “Nations will come 
to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.” 



 

The Sevens of Revelation 

Revelation 2-3 and Matthew 13 

Ephesus- parable of the seed and sower- Paul’s epistle to Ephesus -Passover 

Smyrna- parable of wheat and tares- Paul’s epistle to Philippians-unleavened bread 

Pergamos- parable of mustard seed- Pauls epistle to the Corinthians-firstfruits 

Thyatira- parable of the woman with leaven- Paul’s epistle to Galatians-pentecost 

Sardis- parable of the treasure in the field- Paul’s epistle to Romans-trumpets 

Philedelphia- parable of the pearl of great price- Paul’s epistle to Thessalonians-day of 
atonement 

Laodicea- parable of the dragnet- Paul’s epistle to the Colossians-tabernacles 

 


